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For the Bel'^ast Monihly Magazine, 



THE HISTOKT OF AN INTENOBO DI- 
VINE. 

(Continued from Page 266.^ 

CBAfTEK ▼. 

" Ob ! Glaggow is a fiae town, 

A very fomoui city ; 
For all the ineo are lords and aquiret. 

And all the women pretty." 

SO at least thought Harrj' Fitz- 
patriclc. He was highly delight- 
ed with every thing he saw ; and 
whea he contrasted the pleasures 
which Glasgow promised, with the 
amusements to which he was accus- 
tomed iu the village of Arnolt, he 
was agreeably surprised at the dif- 
ference. His vivacity and humour 
lOon secured him acquaintances, and 
among bis companions at College, 
he became a favourite. 

There are some men, in the 
formation of whom dame Nature 
has been very partial ; she has 
contrived to mingle so many cold 
particles in their constitutions, 
that, like the salamander, they can 
live in surrounding flames : in other 
words, they appear to be so com- 
pletely divested of pasdons, that 
they can quietly stalk through the 
world without being drawn to the 
right hand or to the left, by any of 
the temptations which prove fatal 
to others. This was not the case 
with Fitzpatrick ; he was fond of 
pay society, and but too apt to en- 
gage in any round of fully which 
might be proposed. His heart was 
good, and bis principles sound ; yet 
he was of such a thoughtless un- 
guarded disposition, that he never 
considered for a moment what might 
be the consequences of bis actions. 
In a place like Glasgow, where he 
met with companions much of his 
«wa temper, he wa« seldom dispos- 



ed to check the impulse of his feel- 
ings, or averse to engage in plea- 
sures which the sober and temperata 
w«uld infallibly condemn. He was 
flattered by the attentions which h* 
received from young men of supe- 
rior rank and fortune, and without 
much scruple did he join with them 
in their extravagance and dissipa- 
tion. He was, of course, frequent- 
ly led into situations from which it 
required all his skill and dexterity 
to extricate himself ; yet such trans- 
actions were sources of amusement 
again, and with the termination of 
each foolish exploit, the sense of its 
impropriety vanished. He was not, 
however, inattentive to the pursuits 
of literature, and for a considerable 
number of days together, he would 
apply with the most uoiemiuing as- 
siduity to his studies, unmoved by 
the solicitations of even his most 
intimate friends. In consequence 
of this conduct, and of some otber 
inconsistencies in his character, he 
began to be considered as rather an 
eccentric mortal, and often his fits of 
abstraciioii, and flights of fancy, at- 
foided great entertainment to his 
acquaintances. He was sometimes 
seen parading the streets with hasty 
strides, distorting his countenance, 
and inattentive to every object 
around ; at the same time he ap- 
peared to be repeating passages from 
some favourite author, and to accom- 
modate bis motions to the spirit 
of the pie^e : when accosted by bis 
friends, he would bolt out a passage 
from bhakespear, or some other 
poet, in reply ; and by those who 
were not acquainted with his maa- 
ntr, be was thought sometimes de- 
ranged. 

He regularly attended the the- 
atre, became quite a critic, and was 
held in great reverence among the 
actors. To reading poetry and 
plays, and to the study of polite 
literature, he devoted a great part of 
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his time ; be was therefore a more 
pleasant companion than a piofound 
philosopher; more aiimired for his 
powers of entertaining than for his 
Bcholastic knowledge. The younj.:, 
the gay, and the volatile of both 
sexes, were his delight, and yet no 
man had a more profound veneration 
for sterling worth and steady integ- 
rity. Every species of hypocrisy he 
detested, and he completely despis- 
ed a mean crouching spirit; he did 
not look upon extravagance and dis- 
sipation as crimes of a deep dye, but 
want of principle always met his 
contempt. " He honoured merit, 
though in rags, and sconied^^the 
proud dishonest knave in office." 

Among his friends, none was re- 
garded so highly as Charles O'Con- 
nor; and the friendship was mutual. 
His'father, Sir Rtdaijiid, had a ve- 
ry handsome property i.i Ireland, 
and though it was greatly reduced 
by the "profuse hospitality of his 
ancestors, yet he had still sufficient 
to indulge in acts of genero-ity, and 
there were few in whom the means 
atid the inclination were more hap- 
pily united. Charles had gone 
throtii'h a short cour.^e of educilion 
at Duoriu ColU'ge, but being fond of 
variety, he had tniien it into his 
head to spend thisJ -inter in Glas- 
gow. He was bold, gt neious and 
fashionably di'^sipated ; in their dis- 
positions, he anii f'ltzpatrick strong- 
ly resembled each other. Tht^r 
intimacy originated 'in the foijovv- 
ing occiirfence. In one or tsis mid- 
night rambles, oar hero neard a c<ni- 
I'used sound of voices in a nurruw 
lane, as if proceedn-g from men < n- 
gaged in a (juanel. His cunosuy 
proiiipted him to wUness the scene ; 
he found three men, with the most 
determined fury, i.bsaiiing one, who, 
with his back against, the wail, niani- 
tained the vinttiual contest with 
great vigour and courage. Cowaid- 
ice was not a pviticiple in Harry's 



constitution; he did not hesitate a 
moment, but rushed to the Lissi>iaii(.e 
of the single person witii a degree 
ot impetuosity which turned tl)i; 
tide of battle. The coidiict, huw. 
ever, was severe; hut the assailants 
were loulfcl. " Huzza ! I never 
saw finer fighting in my life," ex- 
claimed O'Connor. " By my soul, 
luy dear fellow," shaking Barry hy 
the hand, " I would patiently put up 
with a skinful of weil bruised bones 
at any time, just to see you exercise 
your sprig of shillclah.-" "Asid I 
can return the compliment," replied 
our hero, "for you were a tiger in 
your fierce deportment. But aia 
you hurt ?" <■' Not much, though 1 
got some hard knocks. But come, 
march to the nearest tavern ; tiiis 
cudgelling's a devilish salt kind of 
diet ; a bottle will not be much a- 
miss; and over it 1 will give you au 
account of the whole affinr, and my 
thanks at the same lisne." 

lUey had scarcely been acquaint- 
ed before; but when they came to 
the tavern, they recognised each 
other, and from that time became 
insepara!)le. In the course of his 
travels thr;iugh the streets and lanei 
of the city that night, Charles had 
met with one of those unfortunate 
fi'nmles, who live on the bread of 
infamy. Her manner and appear- 
ance were superior to the generality 
of tha< class, and while she caught 
hold of his arm, he was about rude- 
ly to shake her ol}; but the expres- 
sion of her countenance, whicti tie 
beheld by the pale glimmering of 
a lamp, determined him to intjuire 
her history ; this he obtained in a 
very few words. She was the 
daughter of a merchant, who, when 
in affluent circumstances, had giveo 
her an excellent education ; sh« 
lost her mother when young, WM 
treated by her father with the great- 
est indulgence, and admired for bei 
sense and vivacity ; a young man «{ 
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considerable fortune made honour- 
able proposals. In the mean time, 
her lather's affairs fell into con- 
fusion, and he was declared a bank- 
rapt. This preyed upon his spirits, 
he fell into a state of gloomy des- 
pondency, and shortly uflerdied. Tlie 
lover changed his mind, took ad- 
vaintageof her unprotected siiuatiop, 
and having completed the work of 
ruin, left her to infamy and want. 
Having finished her short narrative, 
she raistd her eyes to heaven, and 
clasping her har>ds together, ex- 
claimed with eiK .'tioi'i, " i thank that 
merciful Being, who prevented my 
parents from behuliling the misery 
of their child'." Charles was ge- 
nerous ; he gave her his purse, and, 
told her if she woujd q^uii the way 
of life she then was in, he would 
consider what nii^hi be doue tor 
her. Oil leaving her, he was attack- 
ed by the villains, who by the lime- 
ly assistance of Fitzpatrick, were 
discomfited. 

CaAPTEX. vi. 

« In peace, love tunes tbe shepherd'* 
reed. 
In war, he mounts the warrior's steed j 
In halls, in gay attire is seen. 
In hamlec» dances, on the green. 
Love rules tbe court, tbe camp, the grove. 
And men below, and saints abqve-T- 
For love is heaven, and heaven is love," 

" rf"iII.I there is a ««*« leca in 
the lite of man," when bw 
heart is open to.tjvery tetider ii^- 
pression ; it is, before the world and 
its cares corrupt him. before the ge- 
nerous affections of his heart are 
destroyed; when his mind is sway- 
ed by every kind and benevolent 
iinpuise ; when be despises the nar- 
row 'prejudices of men, and acts en. 
tirely under the itifipulse of feeling. 
This' is the sweet Season of love and 
all its joys; the delightful period 
when the heart is treaiblingly alive 
to th* power of leiual'e cbarme. 



None felt them more sensibly, or 
was more enthusiastic in his admir- 
al ion, than Fitzpatrick. Maria Ash- 
ton was the only daughter of a 
wealthy citizen, whose fortune had 
arisen from commerce, and who 
thought that opulence was the best 
of heaven's gifts. She had a hand- 
some face, a genteel figure, a great 
How of animal spirits, and had got a 
iasbionable education. As she was 
an only child, her parents doat- 
ed on her with a culpable fondness, 
and she grew up a composition of 
caprice and vanity. She, however, 
possessed artifice sufficient to con- 
real her defects, wlu^ii necessary to 
her designs, and it was not on a 
slight acquaintance that her real 
character could be ascertained. 
Fitzpatrick met her at an assembly, 
and got introducud ; she happened 
to be unusually gay, talked a great 
deal, and displayed a degree of 
pertness which often passes for wit. 
Our hero returned from tbe asseuiP 
biy in raptures. 

It is a tuuiier of curious specula* 
tion to consider the dilierent way* 
ill which' the same passion affects 
ulffirenl individuals. Some, when 
woundt'd by tiie iilUe archer, sit qui- 
etljr down, fo.d their arras, turn up 
the whites of their eyes, and sigh, 
and whine ; others run away with 
their love to a shady grove, or pur- 
ling stream, and there by moonlight 
hold sweet converse with the trees, 
aird siones> and stars, and loudly call 
upon all iiature, animate and iuani- 
mate, to witness their woes. In nei- 
tlier of these ways did Harry Fitz- 
patrick vent his feeliriijs. Whea 
he got into his chamber, he sat down 
very tranqudly on his ciiair, leaned 
Ills elbow on the table, anil gently 
reclining his head on the palm of 
hiahand, he beg^n lo whisile vviih 
great energy. He had scarcely got 
over the first bar of the tune, when 
f'jddenly .otariing up, he twitched 
tjif his hat, fliiitg it with vio- 
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lence to the farthest part of the 
room, and broke out ioto " by hea- 
ven she's fair, oh ! how divinely 
fair," He then quietly reiamed to 
his seat. Having placed a sheet of 
paper on the writing desk before 
him, he dipt his pen into the ink, 
and turning his eyes up to the ceil- 
ing, he continued in this attitude 
for a considerable time — shook the 
ink out of the pen — again dipt it 
into the inkstand — put the end of it 
into his mouth, and having chewed 
it for some time with great earnest- 
ness, he at length wrote at the top 
of the page, 

UNO OK TBI LOVUr Hit* AiHTOK. 

Having got thus far, he threw 
himself back on the chair, scratch- 
ed his bead— ^it would not do. He 
got up in a passion, threw the sheet 
«)f paper into the fire, kicked over 
the chair on which he bad been sit- 
ting, and calmly went to bed. Whe- 
ther laying himself Hat ou the 
broad of his back had excited any 
particular train of poetical ideas, 
1 will not take upon me to deter- 
mine ; but certain it is, he had not 
been long in that position until he 
suddenly started up, jumped out on 
the floor, hastily put on his clothes, 
and having lighted his candle, and 
got another sheet of paper, he seem- 
ed determined to write something. 
Now, want of ideas, to' a poet, or a 
Would-be poet, when desiring to ce- 
lebrate a mistress, is a very serious 
thing indeed. Harry thought it al- 
together beneath the dignity of his 
passion to pen his feelings in vulgar 
prose; but after sitting rolling bis 
eyes, gnawing his pen, scratching 
bis head, rubbing his chin, and dis- 
torting his body and face into a thou- 
sand shapes, he was in no very 
good humour with his muse for dis- 
daining bis solicitations. All he 
could make out that night was the 
eiispring of % tortured brain, and 



consisted of the two following 
lines : 

"Oh! would my muse auist 

To paint thy heavenly chartni,"-^ 

She would not, and wa^ so ob- 
stinate that he again went to bed t« 
dreana, we may suppose, of her 
who caused him so much anxiety. 
Next day he dressed himielf with 
more than ordinary care, determin- 
ed to pay his respects, and set out 
with a tolerable stock of spirits and 
fortitude. He was received by 
Mrs. Ashton with a degree of cold 
civility which mortified him not a 
little, but his courage revived when 
he beheld Maria herself soon after 
enter in alt the charms of youth 
and beauty. Compliments being 
passed, the conversation turned to 
the occurrences of the prcfceding 
night, and Fitzpatrick expressed 
the great happiness he enjoyed iu 
having Miss Ashton for a partner ; 
sighed and ogted with all his might, 
made some very pretty speeches 
from tragedies, and delivered them 
in a very aiiecting manner. She 
appeared greatly delighted, and 
went through all the rules and or- 
diitaiices of flirtation with great 
spirit, and also- with success, tiir 
instead of discovering any symptomt 
of that capricious temper which wa 
have alluded to, he thought ber 

'■ All that U sweet and seducing ta man." 

.** All that painting could express. 

Or youthful poet* fancy when they love," 

His studies were now neglected, 
and expensive pleasures projected 
for the gratification of JVlaria, oc- 
cupied almost entirely his time and 
attention. Draughts on his father's 
pocket became now fliore frequent 
than accorded with his ideas of 
economy, and with every bill, he 
received a profound lecture on tiie 
propriety and imporiance of " guid- 
ing h^ aUkirs with iliscretiua." 
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Young Fitzpatrick piid hut little at- 
tention to these salutary precepts; 
the society he kept hurried him a 
loniJ, and if the present mo/neut 
brou-^ht e.ijoyiiieiit, neiiher he nor 
bij coinjjaiiions coasidered couse- 
qoences. As his associau'.s were 
chiefly composed of the young and 
the giddy, they were oi'ien 
involved in unlucky adveritiires 
which they nilixlit have eas- 
ily avoided, and oat of which they 
were not extricated without a liber- 
ality of purse which he could not 
well atFord. 

Having made up a party to the 
theatre, for the purpose of support- 
ing the first appearance of a young 
lady (a native of Dublin) on the 
Glasgow boards, he and his friends 
dined at a tavern, and in order to 
bring themselves to the proper pitch, 
the bottle was circulated with great 
rapidity. This party was formed 
in opposition to one composed of 
those redoubted warriors denomi- 
nated bloods, who scour the streets 
at midnight, beat old crazy watch- 
men for crying the hour, exert their 
prowess on the unfortunate fetnaies 
who may fall in i heir way, kick up 
riots ill places of public am isemeiu, 
and terminate the frolic either in a 
bagnio or a roundhouse. It was ru- 
moured to our hero and his compan- 
ions, that these valiant sons of lu- 
tnult were determined to raise the 
hiss as soon as the young actress 
should appear, and not to give over 
this innocent mirth until they 
should oblige her to retire, over- 
whelmed with confusion. To sup- 
port her, then, was at once pronounc- 
ed to be an act of humanity, a du- 
ty incucibeat on every brave and 
benevolent person to perform. 
With this resolution, after having 
at the tavern added largely to their 
stock of natural courage, did they 
sally forth to tlie scene of action. 
Uer first appearance was bailed with 
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a shout of encni)V!<;e'nent by Fitz- 
patrick and his tVifnd.s, and liy iht; 
o'fiers with hisse-i aiid groans, which 
s'.emed ruMrlv to confound the 
vuuiig caiiil'.dale for p'lb'iic favour. 
y\..n(.ni; tiiose who were most loud 
aiid forward of this w.dl meaning 
set, was an antiquated beau, wiio 
Ciiiicealed his grey hairs, or bald 
|;ate, under a verv ssnart natural 
locking wig, O'CoiiMiir's ituligu.i. 
tioii was particularly roused by his 
exertiims, and twirling oil' his wig 
with a sudden jerk, he tossed it up 
to the ceiling ; in its descent it 
pitched on one of the rhandeliers, 
and in a twinkling began So crackle 
and blaze with great violence. 
Some were terrified and others en- 
tertained ; but the poor owner of 
the wig was rendered furijus at lie- 
holding it in a Haine, and attacked 
O'Connor with great vigour. The 
house was soon in an uproar; the 
crash of seals, the jingling of brok- 
en lamps, the niela'ichoiy tones of 
expiring fiddles, the ladies scream- 
ing, combatants shouting, all con- 
spired to form a concert of a very 
martial kind. A stop was put to 
the fii^v by the arrival of some po- 
lice officers and their myrmidons. 
The moxt a'.live of both parties 
were ma le prisoners ; Fiiz >atrick 
and liis frieiid vvere among tiie num- 
btr, being obliged to \ie!dj altera 
most desperate re'^istance. 

(To be continued.) 
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REMAllKS ON PARTY-SPIKIT. 

Gkntlijmen, 

HAVING been always a fr'efid 
to peace, and an enemv to 
all party-spirit and divijiou, I have 
of late been greatly distressed at 
beholding the disunion, the jealous- 
ies, and reciprocal animosities 
which prevail at present amongst 
B b b 



